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KARACHI (                         ): September 24, 2019
Sindh High Court has directed Sindh Information Department to pay off all outstanding dues to Newspapers of member of Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors (CPNE) and other media houses immediately followed by submission of compliance report on 9th October. 
The division bench comprising of Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Justice Faisal Agha heard the CPNE contempt of court petition on Tuesday. 
Zulfiqar Shah, Director Advertisement in Sindh Information Department informed the Court that all payments regarding outstanding dues had been made to CPNE; however CPNE Secretary General Dr. Jabbar Khattak informed the court that merely partial payment had been made yet; while a huge amount including advertisement issued through advertising agencies was still pending towards Sindh government since last many years.  
The Court ordered to officials of Sindh Information Department to immediately paying off all outstanding dues of advertisements issued directly or through the advertising agencies. 
“While Chief Minister Sindh has released Funds for payment of all outstanding dues, the bills and invoices were verified and the whole process was completed then what’s the reason of not making the payments to media outlets” said court in its remarks. 
The court while adjourning the hearing till 9th October directed the officials of Sindh Information Department to pay off all remaining dues to the Newspapers members of CPNE and other media houses immediately followed by submission of compliance report on 9th October. 
CPNE petition was pleaded by Rafiq Ahmed Kalwar; while large number of senior editors, journalists and media workers witnessed the court proceedings.    
