CPNE vows to resist state pressure on media, warns of protest against unfair distribution of govt advertisements 
KARACHI: September 26, 2019 (              ) Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors (CPNE) has raised serious concerns over State Pressures on media whether directly or indirectly, and vowed to resist the practice of distribution of federal government advertisements being issued on the basis of content and policy of certain media on the cost of public exchequer.  
CPNE members while sharing their views in meeting said that there would be no compromise on media freedom, right to expression and media safety as those were pivotal for real democracy. 
The CPNE meeting chaired by CPNE president Arif Nizami was held at Karachi to discuss federal government’s announcement of Media Tribunals and other issues, resolved that the government was using advertisements as a tool to curb media freedom and to control media.
Expressing serious concerns over unjust distribution of government advertisements by Press Information Department (PID) Islamabad, CPNE has alleged that a number of Newspapers & Periodicals of CPNE members were being victimised by refusing government advertisements on the pretext of their content policy.  “Contrary to this the BLUE EYED Newspapers are being awarded huge quantum of advertisements and the irony is that such data is not being even shared at PID’s website in order to conceal allegedly corrupt practices” noted the members.   
The members were told in meeting that CPNE Secretariat had written many letters to Principal Information Officer (PIO) Islamabad over unjust distribution of government advertisements on the basis of nepotism but no action had been taken.  
“Corruption and ill practices are on the rise in PID Islamabad” alleged some of the CPNE members. The participants demanded for fair and transparent distribution of government advertisements and to eradicate corruption from PID Islamabad. 
CPNE has warned to wage protest in front the office of Federal Information Ministry if the situation was not addressed with due response and rectification.  
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