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KARACHI - September 20, 2019: Sindh High Court in strong words has directed the officials of Sindh Information Department to pay off all outstanding dues to Newspapers immediately and submit compliance report before the court on 24th September. 
The division bench comprising Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Justice Faisal Agha remarked that each time officials used to assure before court that the dues would be paid off as Cheques were sent to Accountant General (AG) Office but petitioner did not receive amount yet. 
On Friday, the information department officials submitted reply before the court that partial payment had been made in compliance of court order issued on 27th August; however the Secretary General of Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors (CPNE), Dr. Jabbar Khattak, informed the court that no payment before June 2018 had been paid in compliance of the court order and the claim of concerned officials was deceptive.  
The Court while taking serious note warned officials of Sindh Information Department that contempt of court notice would be issued if same situation continued. 
Sindh High Court while adjourning the matter till 24th directed to officials to contact Accountant General Office and pay off all outstanding dues to Newspapers immediately and, submit the compliance report on next hearing i.e. 24th September.  
It is pertinent to note that due to non-payment of outstanding dues since long time, the media houses and as well as journalists and, media workers were facing severe financial crises. 
Senior Editors, journalists and media workers were present during the hearing in large number. 
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